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South Dakota

The Great Seal of South Dakota

Even before South Dakota officially gained
statehood, the state had adopted the design
for an official seal. South Dakota became a
state in 1889, and the seal was defined in
1885. The official seal is a picturesque
representation of South Dakota's
commerce, industry, and natural resources.
The state's motto "Under God the People
Rule", appears over the inner circle. Within
the circle is a background of sky and hills.
A river runs through agricultural and
industrial land. Mining is represented with
a smelting furnace. A steam ship plies the
waters of the river. A farmer plows a field in front of a herd of cattle and a
cornfield. The outer circle of the seal bears the words "State of South
Dakota", and "Great Seal 1889".

State Statute.
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Signs and Symbols of South Dakota

The state seal serves as a symbol of life in South Dakota. It depicts the state's diversity of commerce and
resources: farming, ranching, industries, lumbering, manufacturing and mining. It bears the motto: "Und
the People Rule." The seal was adopted in 1885, four years before the state was admitted to the Union.

State Flag

The South Dakota flag features the state seal surrounded by a golden blazing sun in a field of sky blue. L
reading "South Dakota, The Mount Rushmore State" -- the official state nickname -- are arranged in a cii
around the sun. The official pledge to the state flag is: "I pledge loyalty and support to the flag and state
South Dakota, land of sunshine, land of infinite variety." The pledge to the flag and to the state may not
preempt, replace or be recited before the pledge of allegiance to the flag of the United States.

State Flower

http://www.state.sd.us/state/sdsym.htm 9/21/2005
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@ Select another state seal
Tennessee

The Great Seal of Tennessee

In 1796, the Constitution of the State of
Tennessee provided for an official Great
Seal. Although the style of the present seal
has changed, the basic elements remain
similar to the 1796 provisions. The design
of the seal specified that there should be an
image of a plow, a sheaf of wheat, and a
cotton plant. These were placed under the
Roman numerals XVI, representing
Tennessee as the 16th state to enter the
Union. Below the images, the word
"Agriculture" should occupy the center of
the seal. The lower half of the seal was
originally supposed to display a boat and a boatman, and under this image
was the word "Commerce". Surrounding all these images are the words "The
Great Seal of the State of Tennessee", and "Feb. 6th, 1796", the date of the
state's Constitution. As it happened, however, the design of the seal changed
over time, officially and unofficially. A standardized seal was adopted in
1987 by the General Assembly. The current seal contains images similar to
past seals, although notably different is the image representing Commerce.
The boatman has disappeared, and the ship is now a larger rigged vessel. The
current seal also contains just the year of statehood, 1796, rather than the full
date as before.
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State Statute.
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The Roman numerals XVI signify that Tennessee was the 16th state to enter the Union. -

plow, the sheaf of wheat and a cotton stalk symbolize the importance of agriculture, whi
riverboat attests to the importance of river traffic to commerce.
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Tennessee Symbols

Tennessee Facts

The State Seal

The Roman numerals XVI signify that Tennessee was the 161
enter the Union. The plow, the sheaf of wheat and a cotton ¢
symbolize the importance of agriculture, while the riverboat
the importance of river traffic to commerce.

The State Bird

The mockingbird (genus Mimus polyglottos) was selected as the
bird in 1933. One of the finest singers among North American t
possesses a melodious song of its own, and is especially noted
in mimicking the songs of other birds.

The State Insects

Tennessee has two official state insects: the firefly and the lady
firefly emits a luminescent light easily seen on summer eveninc
light is a natural form of incandescent light which man has new:
completely duplicated.

The reddish-orange ladybug has distinctive black spots on each

http://www.state.tn.us/education/websymbs.htm 9/21/2005
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Select another state seal

Texas

The State Seal of Texas

Because of Texas' unique history, there
have been many seals that have been used
as official seals throughout the years.
Private seals of governors, Spanish seals,
Mexican seals, and seals of the Republic
have all had their time and place. Seals
approved in 1836 and again in 1839 used a
five-pointed star as their central image. The
five-pointed star continues to represent
Texas today. The Mexican seal was
probably the basis for the live oak and olive
wreaths that have made their way onto
Texas' current seal. In 1845, when Texas
gained statehood in the Union, the images of the Republic's seal were
retained, and the word "Republic" was replaced with "State". The state's new
seal was to consist of "a star of five points, encircled by an olive and live oak
branch, and the words "State of Texas". So many versions of the seal's design
were being used, however, that by 1881, the state decided to come up with
one standard. So, the Secretary of State in 1992 officially declared a seal
designed by Juan Vega, and meeting the above requirements, as the official
seal of the state.

If you're the least bit curious about which branch is a live oak branch and
which is an olive branch, very careful inspection will reveal small acorns on
one branch and small olives on the the other branch. If you're still not sure, try
getting a little closer.

The olive and the live oak branches can be considered to represent peace and
strength respectively. In 1839, before Texas was admitted to the Union, Texas

Senator Oliver Jones wrote in a committee report concerning the "national”
seal:

"...the Committee are convinced of the necessity of adopting a
Separate and Distinct Standard and Seal arms for this Republic,
by so improving and embellishing the present as to fortify the
Single Star with an olive and live oak branches, being emblems
of Peace, and of the Materials of our strong arm of national
defence in War, and indigenous to our Soil."

State Statute.

http://www.netstate.com/states/symb/seals/tx_seal.htm 9/21/2005
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Quick Links:
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Statutory Documents
= State Seal of Texas

Statutory Documents "Seal of Approval" An Op-Ed authored by the Honorable Gwyn Shea (R), Texas

® Forms Index Secretary of State (May 12, 2003)

® Notary Public:

* Forms

* Complaint Procedures
Complaints Relating

* to Unauthorized
Practice of Law

* HNEW Notary Search

® Educational
* Information
* Video
* Seminars
¢ Notario Publico

® Service of Process

® State Seal of Texas
® State Seal Forms There shall be a Seal of the State which shall be kept by the secretary of state,
and used by him officially under the direction of the govemor. The Seal of the
® |Legislative Bills State shall be a star of five points, encircled by olive and live oak branches, and
the words, "The State of Texas." Texas Constitution, article 1V, section 19.
® Apostilles/Authentication
of Documents

® Health Spas
Text:
Charles A. Spain, Jr., chair, Texas State Seal Advisory Committee,
based on research from Spain, Jr., Charles A. "The Flags and Seals of Texas."
South Texas Law Review (Houston), 33 (February 1992): 215-59.

Design:
Donna D. Darling, cochair, Texas State Seal Advisory Committee;
layout by Juan Vega and Michael G. McCathern;
art by Juan Vega and Douglas Young.

Credits:
Photograph of Peter Krag painting of 1839 national flag and seal courtesy
of the Archives Division-Texas State Library.

Photograph of Henry W. Schlattner painting of Texas State Seal courtesy
of the Texas Memorial Museum, accession number 1746.

Photograph of 1961 reverse of the state seal courtesy of
the State Preservation Board.

Information for "What is a Seal?" taken from

http://www.sos.state.tx.us/statdoc/seal.shtml 9/21/2005



[object] Page 2 of 10

Patterson, Richard S., and Richardson Dougall.
The Eagle and the Shield: A History of the Great Seal of the United States.

Publication & Distribution:
Office of the Secretary of State
Statutory Documents Division
Post Office Box 12887
Austin, Texas 78711-2887

Copies of this publication have been distributed in compliance with the
State Depository Law and are available for public use through the
Texas State Publications Depository Program at the Texas State Library
and other state depository libraries.

The text of this pamphlet is not copyrighted and may be reproduced. The Office
of the Secretary of State would appreciate credit for the material used and a copy
of the reprint.

First Printing-October 1993

The Office of the Secretary of State does not discriminate on the basis of race,
color, national origin, sex, religion, age or disability in employment or the
provision of services.

The Texas State Seal

Office of the Secretary of State

Foreword

In days when communications were transcribed by hand and tediously
undertaken, seals served to authenticate official government documents. In this
day of computers and instant communications, seals still serve the same
purpose.

Since revolutionary times, Texas has chosen the Lone Star as its symbol.

Despite the fact that Texans were at war with the federal government sitting in
Mexico City, the Texas Provisional Government took the time to adopt an
emblem of "a single star of five points, either of gold or silver" as the "peculiar
emblem"” of the Republic on March 12, 1836, only ten days after declaring
independence! Nine months later this "peculiar emblem" provided the bases for
the first Texas seal, which in two years would finally take on the form that we
recognize today. This simple and graceful design now appears on official
documents, identifies state aircraft, and adorns both the original and new portions

http://www.sos.state.tx.us/statdoc/seal.shtml 9/21/2005
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of our capitol building.

It came to former Secretary of State John Hannah, Jr.'s attention in 1991 that
although the secretary of state is the official keeper of the state seal, there was
no uniform representation of what this seal actually looked like. He therefore
appointed a committee that after much research agreed upon a uniform design
for the state seal, state arms, and reverse of the state seal. The designs which
were adopted appear in this pamphlet.

The Committee hopes that you find this exploration of a small part of Texas
history as interesting as we did.

The State Seal Advisory Committee

Austin, Texas, April 1994.

What is a Seal?
Definition and Uses

The basic definition of the word "seal" consists of three parts: (1) any block or
piece of hard material, such as stone, brass, or steel, engraved with a device,
figure, or symbol, in such a manner that it can, with the application of pressure,
impart an impression in relief on a substance such as wax, moistened clay, or
paper; (2) an impression so made; and (3) the substance bearing the impression.
In other words, a seal is any one or all of three things: (1) the engraved die used
to make the impression; (2) the impression made from it; and (3) the wax, clay,
paper, or other material on which the impression has been made.

A seal serves to identify, like a signature, an individual or organization and to
authenticate written material from that individual or organization. Historically a
seal established the authenticity of a document, just as a signature does today.
Currently when both a seal and a signature appear together on a document, the
seal authenticates or verifies the signature.

The seal of a nation or state is used today for authenticating documents of high
importance or high ceremony issued in the name of the sovereign or the chief
executive authority, such as the president or governor. Until the nineteenth
century, many nations used pendant or hanging seals, but today almost all seals
are stamped on a wafer or are of the en placard type, attached to the face of the
document rather than suspended from it.

Obverse and Reverse of the Seal

Some seals, such as the seals of the United States and the State of Texas, have
both a front and a back. The front side of the seal is known as the obverse and is
the only side used for impressing the seal on documents. The back side of the
seal is known as the reverse.

Historically the reverse of a seal was used for impression on the back side of a
wax pendant seal, but today the reverse of a seal is used only for decorative
purposes. Neither the United States nor the State of Texas has ever cut a die for
the reverse of their seals.

http://www.sos.state.tx.us/statdoc/seal .shtml 9/21/2005
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Coat of Arms

A coat of arms of a nation or state is usually the design or device of the obverse
of its seal. It is an official emblem, mark of identification, and symbol of the
authority of the government of a nation or state. A nation or state's coat of arms is
oftentimes referred to as the national or state arms.

Designing the Texas National and State Seals
Spanish and Mexican Influences

Texas was originally part of New Spain, in the province of Nueva Felipinas (New
Philippines), and later part of Mexico, first in the Internal Eastern State (Coahuila,
Nuevo Leon, and Texas), and second in the State of Coahuila and Texas. The
Spanish royal seal was replaced by the Mexican seal, which consists of an eagle
holding a serpent and standing on a cactus, encircled by wreaths of oak and
olive. The seal of Coahuila and Texas was similar to the Mexican seal:

e The seal shall contain, within the figure of an elipses, the eagle upon a
nopal, crowned with the cap of liberty, with lines diverging therefrom,
representing rays of light; the border of the oval bearing the following
inscription: "Supreme Government of the Free State of Coahuila and
Texas.”

Governor Henry Smith's Private Seal

Governor Henry Smith, the head of the Provisional Government of Texas
established in November 1835, used his private seal on December 28, 1835, to
seal an official document appointing John Forbes, Sam Houston, and John
Cameron as commissioners to negotiate with various Indian tribes: "I Henry
Smith Governor as aforesaid have hereunto set my hand and affixed my private
seal, no seal of office being yet provided." Some historians speculate that the
private seal Smith used was actually a button which had an eight-petaled daisy
design, but this cannot be confirmed by examining the original document in the
custody of the Texas State Library and Archives Commission.

The 1836 "Peculiar Emblem"

On March 12, 18386, ten days after Texas declared independence from Mexico,
the General Convention of the Texas Provisional Government adopted a
resolution offered by George C. Childress, providing for "a single star of five
points, either of gold or silver” as the "peculiar emblem" of the Republic. There is
no known record that this emblem was ever used as an actual seal.

The 1836 National Seal

The 1836 Texas Constitution provided, "There shall be a seal of the republic,
which shall be kept by the president, and used by him officially; it shall be called
the great seal of the republic of Texas." A design for the national seal was not
specified, however, so the constitution stated that the "president shall make use
of his private seal until a seal of the republic shall be provided."

http://www.sos.state.tx.us/statdoc/seal.shtml 9/21/2005
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The First Congress remedied this situation in 1836 when it passed a bill providing
that "for the future the national seal of this republic shall consist of a single star,
with the letters 'Republic of Texas,' circular on said seal, which seal shall also be
circular." President ad interim David G. Burnet proposed this design, and
President Sam Houston, who replaced Burnet as president in October 1836,
approved the design on December 10, 1836.

The 1839 National Arms and Seal

After initial hopes for the quick annexation of Texas into the United States grew
dim, the Third Congress modified the seal and created a national arms in 1839:

e (T)he national arms of the Republic of Texas be, and the same is hereby
declared to be a white star of five points, on an azure ground, encircled
by an olive and live oak branches.

o ...(T)he national great seal of this Republic shall, from and after
the passage of this act, bear the arms of this nation..., and the
letters "Republic of Texas."

No one knows who first suggested the addition of the olive and live oak branches
to the seal, but the Mexican national seal, which also contains wreaths of olive
and oak, was the likely source. Senator William H. Wharton introduced a bill in
the Texas Senate on December 28, 1838, to modify both the Texas seal and flag.
The bill was referred to a committee chaired by Senator Oliver Jones, and
President Mirabeau B. Lamar on January 25, 1839, approved a substitute bill
offered by Jones. Jones' substitute bill contained the same design for the seal
and flag originally proposed in Wharton's bill. Peter Krag executed an official
rendition of the seal as well as the national flag. President Lamar approved
Krag's art, which is attached to the act and currently in the custody of the Texas
State Library and Archives Commission.

Senator Oliver Jones' Committee Report

The committee chaired by Senator Oliver Jones issued a report on January 4,
1839, concerning the national flag and seal, but it was never printed in the senate
journal. The report is set out below exactly as it appears in the handwritten
original that is in the custody of the Texas State Library and Archives
Commission:

e The Special Committee to whom the Act ammending the Act entitled "An
Act adopting a National Seal and Standard for the Republic of Texas"
approved on the 10th December 1836 was referred, beg leave to

e Report: That they have investigated the expediency of ammending the
act, contemplated by the Act submitted to them, and they have come to a
conviction of the necessity of so ammending the Law as to change the
present form of the National Seal and Standard of the Republic, from
motives which must appear self evident to every reflecting mind to be of
the highest importance in a national point of view.

e The Committee beg leave to make Some remarks of the ground upon
which their Conviction is founded and are as follows-In the early part of
the Year 1836 when the army and navy of the Republic of Texas were
engaged in War against the Enemy, which resulted in the achievement of
our Independence, the President ad interim devised the National flag and
Seal, as it were in a case of emergency adopting the flag of the United
States of America, with very little alteration, which act was subsequently
ratified by the Law of 10th Dec 1836.

e The then adopted flag was expedient for the time being, and has in many
instances been beneficial to our Navy and Merchantmen, when

http://www.sos.state.tx.us/statdoc/seal.shtml 9/21/2005



[object] Page 6 of 10

encountered by the enemy forces, on account of being so much blended
with the flag of the United States of America but the emergency has
passed, and the future prospects of Texas are of such flattering nature
that the National Independence requires that the Arms, Seal, and
Standard assume also an Independent character, by a form, which will
not blend them with those of any other nation.

e Besides these considerations, the Committee would beg leave to state,
that in as much as the proposition made by this Republic in her insipient
stage of political existence to the United States of America, for an
annexation to the American Confederacy has been withdrawn by the
Minister of this Government at the Court of Washington, and as the wish
of the majority of the people of Texas, so far as it is publicly known, is in
favor of sustaining an Independent Station Among the Nations of the
Earth, thereby the transition of the Single Star, into the American
Constellation, and the emmerging the 13 Texian Stripes into the 26
Stripes of the United States of America inexpendient, the Committee are
convinced of the necessity of adopting a Separate and Distinct Standard
and Seal arms for this Republic, by so improving and embellishing the
present as to fortify the Single Star with an clive and live oak branches,
being emblems of Peace, and of the Materials of our strong arm of
national defence in War, and indigenous to our Soil. Also the flag as
proposed by the act, emblematical of Pease, & friendship, or War.

e All Civilized Maritime Nations have adopted the National Standard for the
use of their Naval and Commercial Services of such Colours and devises
as to be plainly and distinctly perceived at great distances, and have
carefully guarded against any thing that would blend them with the flags
of any other and specially of a neighbouring nation, to avoid any Collision
in time of war, by a neutral power; this ought to be the guide to Texas
also, whose flag displaying the National Arms, the Committee flatter
themselves, will be known and respected far and wide, so soon as this
Commerce of this Country Nation is extended with the foreign Nations,
protecting the valuable productions of her rich soil, on the widely
extended Ocean and in the distant ports of the habitable globe.

e Therefore your Committee beg leave to offer a Substitute, amending the
original act referred to them, accompanying the Same with a Specimen of
the Arms, the Seal and the Standard.

Oliver Jones
Chairman

Senator Jones mistakenly wrote that the proposed flag would display the national
arms. That flag, as proposed and later adopted, featured only a single star rather
than the proposed national arms, and it still flies today over Texas as the famous
Lone Star Flag.

The 1845 State Seal

When Texas joined the Union in 1845 the new state constitution retained the
seal, changing only the word "Republic” to "State." The 1845 constitution
declared, "There shall be a seal of the State, which shall be kept by the Governor
and used by him officially. The said seal shall be a star of five points, encircled by
an olive and live oak branches, and the words 'the State of Texas." The 1861,
1866, and 1869 constitutions have similar language, and the current constitution
of 1876 only adds that the seal shall be kept "by the secretary of state, and used
by him officially under the supervision of the governor."

The 1956 Martinez Art

http://www.sos.state.tx.us/statdoc/seal.shtml 9/21/2005
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On November 19, 1946, the Pentagon's National Guard Bureau advised all states
that the United States Air Force wanted state national guard aircraft to have
identifying insignia on the fuselage. The Texas Adjutant General's Department
decided to use the state seal as the identifying insignia. The department's chief
engineer, Colonel Maybin H. Wilson, researched the design of the seal with the
assistance of Werner W. Dornberger, an architectural engineering professor at
The University of Texas; Bertha Brandt, assistant archivist of the state library;

and Dorman Winfrey, archivist of The University of Texas. In 1956, Octavio A.
Martinez, an architectural engineering student at The University of Texas,
prepared an eighteen and three-fourth inch watercolor of the seal. This design
was faithful to the constitutional description and omitted erroneous details that
had crept into the seal over the years, such as the addition of stars and diamonds
in the bottom of the seal's outer ring and the use of post oak leaves instead of
live oak leaves. Unfortunately, the original Martinez watercolor has been lost.

The 1960 Schlattner Art

In 1960, the adjutant general, Major General K.L. Berry, and the executive
director of the Texas Heritage Foundation, A. Garland Adair, commissioned
Henry W. Schlattner, an architectural engineering student at The University of
Texas, to paint six watercolors of the Martinez state seal. These watercolors were
presented to Governor Price Daniel, the Battleship Texas, the Texas Memorial
Museum, the Texas Senate, the Texas House of Representatives, and Travis B.
Bryan, Sr., a descendant of Moses Austin. The Texas Legislature held a joint
session on April 5, 1961, to receive the framed seals. Of these six watercolors,
only the copy presented to the Texas Memorial Museum is known to exist.

The 1992 Official Design

By 1991, almost twenty different versions of the state seal were in use on state
letterhead and publications. In response to the concerns of several state
agencies about this lack of uniformity, Secretary of State John Hannah, Jr.,
appointed the Texas State Seal Advisory Committee to formulate
recommendations on the design of the state seal. The members of this
committee were Charles A. Spain, Jr., chair, Court of Appeals for the Third
District of Texas; Donna D. Darling, cochair, Texas Water Development Board;
Michael Green, Texas State Library and Archives Commission; Randy Jennings,
Texas Rehabilitation Commission; Guy Joyner, Office of the Secretary of State;
Shari Massingill, Texas Department of Health; Colonel John C. L. Scribner,
Adjutant General's Department; Kimberly T. Sutton, Office of the Secretary of
State; Ron Tyler, Texas State Historical Association; Juan Vega, Texas Water
Development Board; and Douglas Young, State Preservation Board.

http://www .sos.state.tx.us/statdoc/seal.shtml 9/21/2005
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The committee researched the history of the state seal and recommended that
the Texas Memorial Museum's 1960 watercolor by Henry W. Schiattner be used
as a model. In addition, the committee developed standard black and white art of
the state seal and state arms (the star and the live oak and olive branches) for
use by all state offices, departments, and agencies. Juan Vega of the Texas
Water Development Board designed the art. The secretary of state adopted the
art in June 1992 as the official designs of the state seal and arms.

R
N
ol B L

Reverse of the State Seal
The 1961 Reverse

The Daughters of the Republic of Texas proposed a design for the reverse of the
state seal that was adopted by the Fifty-Seventh Legislature, Second Called
Session. Governor Price Daniel approved this concurrent resolution on August
26, 1961. Sarah R. Farnsworth designed the art for the seal's reverse. This
design was unusual because the legislature adopted the art itself as the reverse
of the state seal, as opposed to the usual practice of adopting a description, or
blazon, which is later rendered by an artist. The legislature's concurrent
resolution adopting the seal's reverse also contained a description of the art.
Unfortunately, the description in the concurrent resolution disagreed in some
respects with the art, and the art itself suffered from minor inaccuracies.

The 1991 Modification to the Reverse

The Seventy-Second Legislature modified the description of the reverse of the
state seal as follows:

e RESOLVED, That the design for the reverse side of the Great Seal of
Texas shall consist of a shield, the lower half of which is divided into two
parts; on the shield's lower left is a depiction of the cannon of the Batile at
Gonzales; on the shield's lower right is a depiction of Vince's Bridge; on
the upper half of the shield is a depiction of the Alamo; the shield is
circled by live oak and olive branches, and the unfurled flags of the
Kingdom of France, the Kingdom of Spain, the United Mexican States,
the Republic of Texas, the Confederate States of America, and the United
States of America; above the shield is emblazoned the motto,
"REMEMBER THE ALAMO", and beneath the shield are the words,
"TEXAS ONE AND INDIVISIBLE"; over the entire shield, centered
between the flags, is a white five-pointed star...

Governor Ann W. Richards approved this concurrent resolution on June 14,
1991.

http://www.sos.state.tx.us/statdoc/seal.shtml 9/21/2005
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This modification was made to correct minor inaccuracies in the 1961 description
and to adopt a description of the design, rather than specific art. The legislature's
action was taken to allow the State Preservation Board to obtain revised art for
the seal's reverse that was suitable for use in the underground extension of the
state capitol. Alfred Znamierowski painted the art under the supervision of
Whitney Smith, executive director of the Flag Research Center, and it was
revised and completed by Douglas Young of the State Preservation Board. On
the recommendation of the Texas State Seal Advisory Committee, Secretary of
State John Hannah, Jr., adopted this art as the official design for the reverse of
the state seal in June 1992 for use by all state offices, departments, and
agencies.

The Seventy-Third Legislature enacted the description of the reverse of the state
seal, as well as the description of the state arms, as article 6139f of the Revised
Statutes. The reverse of the state seal now appears in color on the floor of an
underground rotunda in the capitol extension.

Is It a Great Seal or Not?

Before 1993, the state seal was referred to in some laws as the "Great Seal of
Texas." There was disagreement about whether this was correct because the
constitution uses the terms "seal of the State" and "State seal," and because the
Texas Supreme Court in 1846 defined the term "great seal" to mean the seal of a
nation, as opposed to a state seal.

In 1993, the Seventy-Third Legislature amended those laws that used the term
"Great Seal of Texas" and substituted the term "state seal.” It seems likely,
however, that Texans will continue to regard their seal as a great seal regardless
of its name.

Uses of the State Seal, Arms, and Reverse

The state seal is required by law to be affixed to numerous documents, such as
commissions for elected and appointed state and local officials; patents for land
from the state; executive acts of the governor in criminal cases such as
remissions of fines, reprieves, commutations of punishment, extraditions, and
pardons; state bonds; and all official documents issued from the office of the
secretary of state. By law the state seal also appears on gold and silver state
coins; the Texas Distinguished Service Medal, which is awarded to citizens who
have achieved conspicuous success while rendering outstanding service to the
state; and all state aircraft except those used for law-enforcement purposes.

The secretary of state's office currently has six mechanical presses and dies
used to affix the state seal as required by law. Two additional presses and dies
also exist that are no longer functional. The age and design of all these presses
and dies varies, but each is recognized as the state seal for legal purposes. The
state arms and reverse of the state seal are used exclusively as symbols of the
state and do not have any independent legal significance.

Private use of the state seal, including the state arms and reverse of the state
seal, is regulated by law. The state seal may be used for commercial purposes
only if a license is obtained from the secretary of state and royalties are paid to
the state. Persons seeking more information on private use of the state seal
should contact the office of the secretary of state. Additionally, it is a criminal
offense for a person other than a political officeholder knowingly to use a
representation of the state seal in political advertising.

SOS Home | Register to Vote | State of Texas | Trail | Texas Homeland Security
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State Flag and Seal

Utah State Seal

The Legislature of Utah by an act, approved April 3, 1896, provides for the State seal and specifies: "That "1
Great Seal of the State of Utah' shall be two and one-half inches in diameter, with the following device inscr
thereon: "In the center thereof a shield, with the American eagle with outstretched wings perched thereon; tl
portion of said shield thereof pierced by six arrows; across the shield, below the arrows, the word 'Industry’ :
and beneath the word 'Industry’ a beehive, on either side of which are growing sego lilies. Directly below the
beehive are the figures '1847," and on either side of said shield is our National flag. Encircling all, near the o
edge of said Seal, beginning at the lower left hand portion and ending at the lower right hand portion thereo
the words, 'The Great Seal of the State of Utah,' at the base are the figures '1896."

The Great Seal Rule states, in section R622-2-3.Custody and Use, "The lieutenant governor shall keep cus
the Great Seal of the state of Utah; to keep a register of, and attest, the official acts of the governor; and to :
Great Seal, with an attestation, to all official documents and instruments to which the official signature of the
governor is required. In addition, the Lieutenant Governor of Utah shall be the only agent authorized to affix
to any document for the purpose of attesting, certifying, or otherwise formalizing a document. No facsimile ¢
reproduction of the Great Seal may be manufactured, used, displayed, or otherwise employed by anyone w
the written approval of the Lieutenant Governor."

Utah State Flag

Each state in the country has customarily adopted a state Flag. Since the colonial Days of 1775 each state
designed their flags to help distinguish the ideas and tradition of that particular state. The
original Utah State Flag was adopted by the State Legislature in 1896 and revised in
1913. The beehive on the shield stands for hard work and industry. The date 1847 is the
year the Mormons came to Utah. A bald eagle, the United States national bird, perches
atop the shield and symbolizes protection in peace and war. The sego lily is a symbol of
peace and a U.S. flag appears on each side, symbolizing Utah's support to the nation.
The Utah State Flag, as we know it today, was originally designed for the battleship Utah
in 1912. It was later made the official flag of Utah when Governor William Spry signed
House Joint Resolution | in 1913. More information

Search  This Site B for

Site Map | Utah State Library Division | Department of Community and Economic Development(DCED) | C.
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Select another state seal

The Great Seal of Utah
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Click here for larger version.

At the center of the Great Seal of the state of
Utah is a shield with a beehive, the word
"Industry", and the date 1847. Even prior to
Utah gaining statehood in 1896, the image of
the beehive and the term "Industry" were
unofficial symbols of the region. The 1847
provisional state of Deseret, which was to
become Utah, adopted the beehive as its
official emblem, and the symbol carried
through as Utah became a part of the Union.
The qualities of the beehive (industry,
perseverance, thrift, stability, and self-
reliance) were all virtues respected by the

region's settlers. On both sides of the seal are American flags, atop the shield
is an American eagle, and under it "1847". The circumference of the seal
contains the words "The Great Seal of the State of Utah", and the date of

statehood, "1896".

State Statute.
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The Great Seal of Vermont
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Vermont's Great Seal has traveled the full
swing of a pendulum. Back in 1778, an
artist named Ira Allen designed a seal for
the new state. The seal contained some
basic symbolic images that represented the
state. These images were not intricately
sophisticated, but they did depict the
character of Vermont at the time. The
design was a circle, bordered on the top and
bottom by wavy lines suggesting sky and
water. A sheaf of wheat stands in each
quadrant of the circle. A cow, of course,

stands as a cow does, and Vermont had its share of cows. The rolling hills and
forests of Vermont's landscape are depicted across the center of the circle. A
lone pine stands at the top center of the scene. Across the lower half of the
circle are the words "Vermont Freedom & Unity". This design was accepted
in 1779 by the General Assembly, but in 1821, a more "sophisticated"
rendition of the tall pine, the cow, and the landscape came into favor.
However, in 1937, Vermont decided that the original design was more in
keeping with the state's image, and the current seal is now a faithful
reproduction of Ira Allen's original design.

State Statute.
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Vermont Great Seal
(Seal is originally black and white. Make your own design.)
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GREAT SEAL OF VERMONT Page 1 of 2

THE GREAT SEAL OF VERMONT

The first Great Seal of Vermont, designed by Ira Allen and made by
Reuben Dean of Windsor in 1778, was accepted by resolution of the
General Assembly on February 20, 1779. That seal wore out so a new
seal was made in 1821. While this included many of the basic design
elements of the original seal, it was distinctly more pictorial,
rather than symbolic, in character. Seals in several variations of
that second design, which was similar to the State Coat of Arms
described elsewhere, were used over the next 115 years. In 1937 a new
seal was adopted, this a precise reproduction of the original Ira
Allen design. It remains to use today.

While an interpretation of the meaning of the seal's different
elements involves some supposition, the row of wooded hills certainly
indicate the Green Mountains; the sheaves and cow, agriculture; the
wavy lines at the top and bottom, sky and water. Henry Steele Wardner,
in his THE BIRTHPLACE OF VERMONT: A HISTORY OF WINDSOR TO 1781,
suggested that the four sheaves of grain stood for the four counties
in existence in 1777; and that the cow stood on the eastern or more
peaceable side of the State, while the spearhead on the western side
represented the danger to Vermont at that time from the State of New
York.

The Vermont mottoc on the original seal, "Freedom & Unity," may have
been suggested by the desire that Vermonters should be free and
united, or more likely, that the individual states should be free, but
united. It has been suggested that this motto may have been the verbal
source for the Liberty and Union speech of Daniel Webster.

The most dominant feature of the seal is the central pine. The pine
trees of that time were noble trees, sometimes looming a hundred feet
higher than the other trees around them. The pine was used on pine
tree shillings, samplers, platters and other familiar objects. It was
the feature of the Pine Tree Flag, representing all New England since
1700. Vermont charters reserved for the use of the State such pines as
were suitable for masts for the State's Navy.

The peculiar cutting of the Vermont seal tree shows fourteen distinct
branches, none a leader. It is interesting to examine possible reasons
for this. The national flag adopted in 1777 had focused attention on
the number "thirteen," representing the original thirteen states.
Since Vermont felt so strongly on the subject of admission to the
Union that she had marked her coins "Quarta Decima Stella,”™ or
fourteenth star, it is easy to imagine that Ira Allen picked the New
England Pine as a proper symbol for the United States, and
deliberately made it a pine of fourteen branches to indicate that
Vermont should be a member of the Union, that the Union should have no
one dominant state, and that it was a living and growing organization,
capable of adding branch after branch as it went higher and grew
stronger.

Hemenway's VERMONT HISTORICAL GAZETTEER in the section on Arlington
carries an account by Vermont's prominent antiquarian, Henry Stevens,
of his interview of a survivor of the bodyguard of Vermont's first
governor, Thomas Chittenden. He told Stevens that Allen's state seal
design originated from a carving made on a horn cup (apparently lost)
which represented a view from the west window of Chittenden's house in
Arlington; one element of that representation was a multi-stemmed
pine. Until 1978 a majestic white pine tree, more than 175 feet tall

http://dol.state.vt.us/www_root/000000/html/emblems/seal.htm 9/21/2005
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and with many large stems branching from the base trunk, was visible
from the site of Chittenden's house. This great pine was toppled by
high winds May 9 that year.* Its numerous main stems and its
visibility, from the Chittenden house site create a real possibility
that the tree itself, or the horn carving of the tree, were indeed the
inspiration for Ira Allen's design.

Use of the seal is governed by 1 V.S.A. § 494 and 13 V.S.A. § 1904.

Principal source is an article. "The Coat of Arms and Great Seal of
Vermont." by John P. Clement. which first appeared in the VERMONT
LEGISLATIVE DIRECTORY of 1939. See also William Gove. THE STATE SEAL
PINE TREE. Vermont Department of Forests. Parks and Recreation. n.d.
(1979).

*Some years ago the Town of Arlington had purchased as an historic
site the great tree and surrounding plot of land along Vermont Rt. 313
a short distance west of Arlington willage. The Arlington Garden Club
has since maintained the site. The huge splayed stump of the original
tree remains in place and on May 5, 1979 Governor Richard A. Snelling
dedicated as the new State Seal Pine a white pine sapling which had
sprung from a seed of the great pine.

http://dol.state.vt.us/www_root/000000/html/emblems/seal.htm 9/21/2005
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Vermont

State Emblems

State Seal

Coat of Arms

B State Animal - Morgan Horse

State Bird - Hermit Thrush

State Flower - Red Clover

State Butterfly - Monarch Butterfly

http://dol.state.vt.us/www_root/000000/html/emblems.html 9/21/2005
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State Tree - Sugar Maple

[Beverage] [Fish] [Flag] [Fossil] [Fruit/Pie] [Insect] [Mineral/Gem] [Quarter] [Rock] [Soil] [Song]

Other Vermont Facts and Figures
Agricultural Facts via the American Farm Bureau
General Facts in the Columbia Encyclopedia
General Facts in the Information Please Almanac
General Facts via 50States.com
General Facts via the Internet Public Library
General Facts via MSN Encarta
Profile of Vermont via the U.S. Census Bureau
Vermont Counties - Land & Water Area

Vermont Town/County Index
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